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In 1787 an effort to revise the Articles of Confederation turned into a constitutional convention that dramatically
altered the way that the young United States of America would be governed On October 25 1787 Massachusetts called
a convention to debate the new constitution and five months later on February 6 1788 the Massachusetts convention
adopted the Constitution Four volumes of The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution are The
most important editorial project in the nation Leonard W Levy constitutional historian Idquo Such documents give us a
glimpse of Americain 1787 ndash 88 of its peoplein their homes taverns and streets their convictions rituals
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